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When justice is served

to the anonymous

Irvthe Eawes aroumd the Amer dargaly in Ragesthan, women were Kidrspped, miped, phorogragptsed, sod then blackmeled in e carly 1990s, Over three decides
six memn have been convicted and given fife sentence, Bshita Mishr neports on e somen who were shmmed. the oy thist ook s dme, and the joumliss who uneartly

Trigger wirning: e following article conaing de
Fails of rape. Plaase aved reading (' the sbjec
afiturie yr.
0 2 dingy, narrew lane m Ajmer, kooem far
the clargah of the Suf saimt Kimwaga Moimud
din Chishti, the sir reeka of e odour of
poor sbrainage. I ome of the matchbs
i, Kt (eirme cluaiged to profict prvcy)
&3, in cleaning the framed phatos spressd ot
the walls of er sime room bBuene. AB e pigtured
aie of nother tieme, of e dressed up, posing, o
wistang, Waerian in ber 208, matry of her witks ber se-
eod hushand. =1 bved germing phovigrsphed
ahae v, Photoggrapbis were 3 curse 1o
of the survivors of the fmany LI|J

In 1952 Thirtv-two years ber, on Aupmst 20,
2024, a Proaecrion of Children from
4 (POCS0) court semenced sy pe m— o life jm-
prisnment oug of the 18 soosed

L 1998, i kessiofs voidt 6 Ajimser lsd sen
teiced @fght (o life Imprisonment, Far were ac
aiieted] by the Rajastlsan High Court m 3000 The
Sugreme Court reduced the life imprisonmens of
the rest 10 10 yeans

Faroog Chishid, a el Illu-llh and polliic
with considerable pawer comvicted in 200
sheebaresd srsentally (b 1o e s ) 1 2001 O e
the 18 men killed himsel soon after he was e
leasen] an badl. Ancther was convicied in smaller
casen, Chver thie years, the court frial s seen 12
public prosecutors and 50 police persorme]
huarpe, The i iever conlessel,

Politicubreligions neses
O Al 22, 992, Ajimet woke 1 1o 1 rews that
high-prodile men, inchading the Khadims (priess)
o the dargah, whe were alse assocked with the
Yosrh Comgress, had bevn sesiadly sssading girls
and young women bitween 17 and 214 years, mos
of whiom were (rom Sasderd Sehaood nmd Sephila Col
Yege, Farvog Chisha was the Youth Congress pmes
nit, whille Mafers Chishil Gust comvicted) the vice
presiident, and Anvear Chistii the jin secretary
The stury by crime repeter S G
thee Him dlally Danik: Neve
tecee] pictures of the prl :
mail them s silence. The cycle of abuse cont
mwiteed fow years. Mahesh Ludhani, who ewmed the
Tronically numed Buross ool kab; Harish Tola-
1, why raruagged the lat, amiang athers, were 3
ijiitied, Puttai Allahaladl, s aitorcksdiaw diiy
ey and Bbrat AR, o flower selier omsde the
alargah, among athers, were oonviced and ne-
lenséad aftes 10 years
Gt o i w60 anud 2 senior min
Bger ina Iu-:plu]:,-ulwn reliuifons deparnt-
e, xys “the imipact of the néws report
Vs P Beeiise [0 Ofle was e
ey congha. =) was shocked ot how rich,

Iralluential e were expoiting girls in
siche godowna, phonises, &l ever in
thelr meviin cars b busy nusrkers, De

layed action fiom the palice gave
them time io destro the evidence,”
b sy,

After 3 month af vestiys

o, Gaipta lasded on the naked pictures of the
women, which also had swme men from the
reaip. (n May 15 that year, bis editor, Beenband
tu Chaundhary, agreed o pubilish the paciares in
Ve mewapaper, blurrimyg e faoes of the girk, bur
pronently showing tie § The atticle g
talled how the Almer podice was bushing ugp the
ittt by allirgs thieset crstisemsidal. |}

ger amuny peaple. who came anto the mads o
prstest. They calleed fior a thiwe-day imarket fanh
(cbosutred el detnanaied the srrose

Shye was 20 thin, It ar
cimvited | st rapped several tirmues by them and
byt met whe st hive seen my pcnives,” she
sy, Nakedd pictures of the Women wene circulal
ecd i the ity rom the photo peiting shop

=1 ot pregman and delivered a stilfborm batsy
Moy fiaest musarrings: wns o heshed up affils, 1 broke
wighin hours when [ told my bustand that men
lusd wped obe” wiys Sarim. She uwme mirried
again, thi third wifie fo o man who shandonsed her
after 3 decade becapse he did not want o be with
sompone wiho had heen raped, Shie has a son, who
stayed with her intuws after she was forced In
leave homie; and brothers, wh
baet, Her hiame bas nio furniiore,
elean the phitis on thie wall

abandua
tie] whie [ives 1o

Ploks amd mibipbats

Thee pushlic outrage was Taelled by thie Vishwa Hin
s Parishad (VI anal sugiporied by the then
b iliieg Bharathya fstiata Party (TP members,
Thse Rujashan Chis| Minister ot the Hme, BIF
Bluiron Singh Shekhawar, asshmed the cis
the Crime |ovestigt Department-Crime
Brumnch (CID-CI] n b Thet Cerre hud
it Congress grvernment. bt was the vear of com
ol wensban following P leader LK. Advani's
ot warm thae bed 1o the demioliion of the Babri
i iy Aoy, Uinar Prodesh

The agency ok months o find the victims

They ithae

revall th
sireof the

TC bt Tacd Bt baws; @ few had killed themischves af

e rer the cise came oo limelighs Mame stayed
rowar where away froa 1f vestigation, citing social stigma
.|,I Witk frewm a.court trial,” sss now-retined pofice afficer

Hari Prast Sharmma veho ws posted 2 the Depu
ty Superintendent of Podice in Ajmer in 2902 and
il filesd thee first palice complaint in this maser
(an by 0. Sl s there i no debiyed ac
tion. He brags that for ghe fimst fime m Rageaban,
the Matiorial Sevislty Act, 1980 was slapped sin
wich a larye mimber of pecple in 2 single case.

The CIDHD cotvineed ower 2 dogen sur-
vivirs to givie thedr vestimony then,
Tt e the decades all, excepr
|I|-w v bl 'nu-

QQ T v shockad o o rich,
Infucnial men were exploiting

it rshihe gondowns, Earmbemeses, amd

v b el oo cars in busy markes
vl scthons fromm Ehe pollce give
Haim devee bty the evidence
unTDS G m\

e . it

Barkha, Now i, Srivastmva had filed stories for
WS shays strmighe an the rapes: He sy this led 10
the killimg of his ediire, Madan Singh, the Tollow
g year. *Miidan wits 3 Bistory-shester and had
started pxtortivg enoney B allluere Eanilie He
woulld threaten o mame their davghten: in the
iewspaper” s 2 senior police afficer, who was
pastest in Afmer in 1962, The police bioked three
preuple for Masdin's toisnder, They were lader ac-
i,

Surya and Dharma, Madan's sons, whis wene
eligher and 10 i 1990, waked for decaides o menge
Uhieeir Exthwers mnmles. Dharma sttemped to hart
Tnis Eutbiers lleged killers in 2002 urd was cougcht
by thee pealive; Surya killed oo af the three n 2028,

Comrtroom harassment

I eoniry, b e o light st o boy had 2o wen
exploined, “Naliees was my friend and 1 went fora
party (o his Brmbouse, whers they maide me
drink. After | doged off, they clicked obscene pic
tures of me. | was adked to Brag my girlfriend o
them, who was raped.” the boy had westfied in
cort. Later, his geifrsend oo vas forced ko bring
by frienids o thee socused

Wheen the trial began, the lawyers of the ac:
curesd wonled ask the womes uneomforihle gues
thorm i cosut in the presence of undneds of men:
Wlasty s e foor voveurslc reasors, sy e
present dusig the sewsos.

Vireniclra Sirgghi Rathore, the curreit pubilic pro-
e, says e wae left aueb on an sftemoon in
20122 when vne of the victing s i asmger.
“She shoused, saving thal she had become o
i came 10 cout 1o testify each

s Fil
||1.Jh.u1u=| 192 thié 1 |.|Il>=u|| ]
ptember. “The statements of
around 0 witnesses were re
cocded In the case, whicl
uver 100 victins s the chaln
u'lnlr\mlld bl contirmisd fior
sy BK, Srhastaa,
anocher  Iocal repocter who
worked with the daily, Lefiron K

THE HINIH

e by By ling 1o b Bl Shie Just warted 1o be
leth alons. Her voboe echoed i my ears for days,”
bt says. This bs when he decidesd {
e i cotrt that noake of the sirvivors be
agains nnd that thelr previous testlimones be cotss:
dheres while deciding the case,
Rathiore 15 sifrald the victims may be called
again o court when Almas Mabaraj, the lust man
o] i the case, B brought back o India, Heis
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notke |u-=|r||.ur.||n‘| him i
el ti bk ot it i

Gpta féels that sy case i

I aroumd i, ~ Everyone
pralitlcil berehit then sl
iy that a city known for
weas Lurmishiead by e men,
“Such wiis the bmipact
started [earing marrying
siys Sumesksla Singh, 5
e, whe added that iy
trictions on then
titryes, thse Hinudi ¢

irfya Swayimsevak Sangh
meiit of Readers of o
with bareaucrats and poli
gah Deew, wial hii
ut bpeehends with tle K
appartumiey b malign the
tor e arrived m India wi
With: the el
i o "orgnise” and *pr
suaed a ssiement secking
il spokesperson 3
uf getting thyem |||u||s||.d.
vernments had ena
irati were ghven Jckuu.
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Chaturved! refuted the B
ihiough s af the cony
el i prarty, Bt thiers
Comgress Jesder protectie
thes BT b “tsa trsorad 1
gress this way whsen iis |
Tearever M anid MLAs, are
4 In differvet coures in lm

Hememiser survivees”
Kathore talks about the p
tors workimg fn Endia's a1
from the walls of bis goser
anpel the sy the kst laplop
VETTIMmET Wis L Y g
years s, There Is o e
"1 broughit my own oocker
umbezrable to sit here.” he

B is Erustrated] o the
take place, i ways that o
catsse of the fine of questi
et iF o weremeam s oot stk
i frame in the mars

Stnce tw latest convicts
a hit of o Jocald hem. e ba
latory messages and e
imerinbers of the baf atil
wiies ek i ke i
the survivors went throug!
shirnd v pefifa cise frogo )
fn R badiwtkar aur blackn
e ok Il anarar
I sy (This s probably
wheere it ix alleged that o
raped and blackmailed,
crme forwand o seek justi
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vas @ trators were given a clean chit.
ree Rajasthan Congress general secretary Swarnim
ac- = Chaturvedi refuted the BJP’s claim, saying that

though some of the convicts were earlier mem-
ere | bers of the party, but there was no question of any
1ge = Congress leader protecting them. He added that
urt = the BJP had “no moral right” to accuse the Con-
ght | gress this way when its own leaders, including
23. | former MPs and MLAs, are facing trials in rape cas-
es in different courts in India.

en ‘Remember survivors’ ordeal’

ra  Rathore talks about the plight of public prosecu-
me | tors working in India’s small cities. The plaster
dic- | from the walls of his government office is peeling,
|to | and he says the last laptop he was issued by the go-
in | vernment was 12 years ago; it stopped working five
ing = years ago. There is no library for reference books.
“I brought my own cooler from home because it’s
ac- | unbearable to sit here,” he says.
ies- He is frustrated at the way court proceedings
en. take place, in ways that often acquit the men be-
pse | cause of the line of questioning. “They are let off
even if a woman is not able to recall the size of the
ro- | photo frame in the room where she was raped.”
1 in Since the latest conviction, Rathore has become
rser.  a bit of a local hero. He has been getting congratu-
> a | latory messages and receiving garlands from
ich = members of the bar and civil organisations. He
be | wants people to take a moment to remember what
the survivors went through. “Bharat ke itihas mein
pli- | shayad ye pehla case hoga jahan 100 se zyada aura-
led ton ke balatkar aur blackmail ki baat kahi jati hai,
1si- | aur inmse se ek bhi aurat nyay mangne saamne na-
hi aayi (This is probably the first case in India
led @ where it is alleged that over 100 women were
1an | raped and blackmailed, but not one of them ever
eis | came forward to seek justice),” says Rathore.
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