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As we celeprate the 83rd Raising Day of the Home Guards and Civil Defence, | extend my
warm greetings and sincere appreciation to all Directorates. officers. Instructors and the dedicated
volunteers who constitute these organisations. This occasion offers us an opportunity to
commemorate our rich legacy of service and the remarkable role played in strengthening public
safety and national resilience.

2. Over the decades, both organisations have steadily evelved Into structured, skilled and
community-rooted institutions that have contributed immensely 10 maintaining public order,
supporting disaster response, conducting relief and rescue operations and assisting civil
administration in crisis.

3. The successful conduct of Operation Abhyas (07 May 2025) and Operation Shield (31 May
2025) by volunteers nationwide provided invaluable real-time learning and capacity audit of
preparedness and coordinalion mechanisms, Likewise, following Operation Sindoor. the
participation of the Border Wing Home Guards (BWHG) in various exercises along the border has
significantly enriched their exposure 10 operational environments.

4. Central ‘to the strength of Home Guards and Civil Defence is the enduring spirit of
volunteerism. In the coming times. expanding this spirit and creating greater avenues for
meaningful engagement will be essential for strengthening our organisation,

5. This Directorate remains fully committed to further enhancing the preparedness of both
organisations through capacity building, standardised training, resource allocation and the
adoption of modern technologies. Together with the continued cooperation of the States, we shall
strive to equip Home Guards and Civil Defence to meet emerging challenges with confidence and
professionalism.

6. Or.\‘this Raising Day, | once again extend my heartfelt appreciation to all volunteers and
their families for their dedicated service to the nation.
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